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Decision Notice 

Draft Environmental Assessment 
Carter Ferry Fishing Access Site Enhancement Project 

 
Description of Proposed Action 
On November 21, 2006, an Environmental Assessment (EA) was published for public 
review regarding Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks proposed action for further 
development of the Carter Ferry Fishing Access Site.  FWP’s proposed action included 
constructing a main access road, a campground loop road with three pullouts, seven 
camping spurs with delineated campsites, a parking area (6 truck/trailer spaces), and a 
concrete boat ramp.  In addition, an ADA accessible concrete vault latrine, boundary 
fencing, and signs would be installed.  Reclamation of the existing road was also 
included.  The objective of the proposed action was to improve access to meet users’ 
expectations, protect the site from degradation, prevent congestion at the current boat 
ramp, and enhance public safety for boaters using the river. 
 
Public Comments 
The Draft Environmental Assessment was posted for public comment from November 
21, 2006 through December 20, 2006.  Due to significant public interest expressed by 
citizens in the Carter, MT area, the comment period was extended through January 18, 
2007.  A total of 11 public comments were received, with seven commenters generally 
opposing FWP’s proposed action and four commenters generally supporting FWP’s 
proposed action. 
 
Those opposing the proposed action cited the following major concerns: 
1.  Potential contamination of the Town of Carter Water Intake System from runoff 
containing pesticides, herbicides, hydro-carbons, or other contaminants (6 comments) 
2.  FWP lacks the authority to develop the property (1 comment) 
3.  FWP lacks legal access to the riverbank (1 comment) 
4.  Current boat launch site is superior to the proposed boat launch site (2 comments) 
5.  Proposed campground would have adverse affect on water quality (2 comments) 
6.  Increased potential for vandalism of Town of Carter Water System Pump House (2 
comments) 
7.  Increased demand for County Fire & Law Enforcement services (1 comment) 
8.  Increased risk of wildfire (1 comment) 



9.  Public safety hazards associated with the ferry operation for paddlers putting in 
upstream of the ferry operation and paddling downstream (1 comment) 
10.  Proposed boat launch location is unsafe and unnecessary (1 comment) 
 
Those supporting the proposed action cited the following considerations: 
1.  Improvements would be a great addition to the Missouri River FAS system. (1 
comment) 
2.  Would like to see camping facilities. (1 comment) 
3.  Impact to Town of Carter water system would be minimal to none. (1 comment) 
4.  Most users of this site go upstream.  Proposal would decrease conflict with the ferry 
and create safer conditions for upstream boaters. (1 comment) 
5.  Would support project if boat launch were located downstream of the Carter water 
intake system. (1 comment) 
 
In addition to the public comments received by mail or E-mail, FWP conducted public a 
meeting in Carter, MT on February 1, 2007 to discuss the proposed action.  Eleven 
members of the public, including a Chouteau County Commissioner, representatives 
from the Town of Carter Water Board, representatives from Montana Rural Water 
Systems, and a neighboring landowner, attended the meeting.  All of the comments 
made at the meeting general opposed the proposed action, with the potential 
contamination of the Town of Carter’s water intake system representing the primary 
issue. 
 
Decision 
Based on the analysis in the EA, along with public comments, Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks has decided to not proceed with this proposed action.  This decision was based 
primarily on public concerns voiced regarding possible contamination of the Town of 
Carter water intake system.  FWP will continue to investigate the possibility of acquiring 
another parcel of land in the general vicinity of Carter Ferry Fishing Access Site for the 
future development of a campground and possible new and improved boat launch. 
 
FWP will continue its ownership and management of the 19-acre proposed project site 
upstream from the ferry, along with the existing 1-acre Fishing Access Site just 
downstream of the ferry.  Both sites will continue to be available for public access on a 
day use basis.  FWP will also proceed with the installation of a modern concrete vault 
toilet, improved fencing, and updated signs at the current Fishing Access Site. 
 
I have reviewed the EA and applicable laws, regulations, and policies and have 
determined that this action will not have a significant effect on the human environment.  
Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. 
 
This action is subject to appeal, which must be submitted to the FWP Director in writing, 
and postmarked within 30 days of the date of this decision notice.  The appeal must 
specifically describe the basis for the appeal, explain how appellant has previously 
commented to the Department or participated in the decision-making process, and lay 
out how FWP might address the concerns in the appeal. 



The Final Environmental Assessment may be viewed, or obtained from the Department 
of Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Region Four, Great Falls, MT.  If you have questions 
regarding this decision notice, or the final EA, please direct requests and questions to: 
Mr. Gary Bertellotti, Region Four Supervisor, 4600 Giant Springs Road, Great Falls, MT 
59405, (406) 454-5840. 
 
 
 
 
___________/s/_________________  ________________ 
Gary Bertellotti     Date 
Region 4 Supervisor 
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